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Attitude Towards Reading
1. Have fun together as you read. Have real conversations about the 

reading. Pretend you just saw a movie and are talking about it 

together. Try not to “quiz” your child about the reading. If you quiz 

them, let them quiz you! 

2. Make sure your child sees you reading and enjoying it.   

3. Go to the library and find joke books, true stories, or any other topic 

of  interest your child might enjoy.  Ask your child what s/he enjoys 

and find books about those topics. 

4. Read aloud books that your child is unable to read.  Reading aloud 

to your child is as important as having them read. It  allows time for 

the child to enjoy books with you.  It also builds a larger vocabulary 

because you can read more sophisticated texts. 

5. Praise your child’s progress.  This time is not about accuracy or 

perfection but rather enjoying reading. Progress not perfection! 



Prompting Your Child as a Reader

Unknown Word

1. What would make sense here? 

2. Skip the word and then come 

back to it once you have more 

information from the rest of the 

sentence. 

3. What has happened so far in the 

story that could help you ? 

4 Substitute a word that makes 

sense.  We can come back to it later 

and I will help you learn a new word. 

5 When the child tries a word that 

makes sense, ask him/her to check 

the first letter to see if it matches.

Your child cannot talk about 
what s/he has read: 

Your child chooses not to read 
or repeatedly chooses books 
that are too hard:

1. Often times, children want to read 

books that send the message that they 

are a “good reader” which they equate 

with chapter books.  Explain that there 

are many picture books that are 

written on a middle school level 

because of the vocabulary.   

2. Find books based on topics your 

child is interested in reading.  Children 

are often motivated by informational 

books. 

3. Make sure reading is a priority.  Let 

your child see you reading.

1. If this happens, do not stress your 

child.  Your child is simply not yet ready 

to read it.   

2. Read the book to your child and 

make sure to find books that are easier 

for your child to read.   
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CONTACT US

Children need practice and encouragement as they read. Children may 
have specific ways that they need you to support them.  Ask your child’s 

teacher to make recommendations and provide texts that are on your 
child’s independent reading level.   

 
Practice in books that your child can read and hearing books read aloud 

are the most important ways to build comprehension, stamina, 
vocabulary, and a love for reading. 

 
Read for meaning.  Prompting a child to “sound it out” is rarely the best 
first choice.  Most often, when they think about what makes  sense and 

use pictures, they will  say the word or a good substitution.  You can 
always show them the new word when they finish and explain that the 

word they used is similar to the word the author used.  (Ex. Child inserts 
mad for frustrated)

Reading Tips 

Visit www.lexrich5.org/readtosucceed for reading resources 

and more information about Read to Succeed.


